NACHSA Members: 
Various House and Senate Committees have begun marking up their respective budget reconciliation bills which are used to cut entitlements.  Of most concern is the pending House Ways and Means Committee bill.  It includes a TANF reauthorization bill that is more restrictive than current law and cuts support to families receiving foster care benefits. 
NACo Human Services and Education lobbyist Marilina Sanz prepared the following update late yesterday for the NACo Human Services and Education Steering Committee. 
Reconciliation 
The House Ways and Means Committee released its reconciliation package today, and they plan to mark it up Wednesday morning.  As expected, they have included the reauthorization of the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families block grant and related programs in their package.  It should, however, be noted that this version has even less funding for child care than the bill that passed subcommittee months ago, H.R. 240. 
Additionally, the package has several foster care provisions that are very disturbing.  First, it repeals the "Rosales" decision.  This is a case from the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals that opened up federal reimbursement for a larger number of children in kinship care. One of the ways this was done was by allowing the states to determine eligibility on the basis of the income in the home where they are currently residing rather than the home from which they were removed.  Although this only applies to 9th Circuit states, of which California and Nevada are the only two with county-administered systems, several other states joined a New York State appeal, including Minnesota and Pennsylvania. 
Second, the bill would codify the proposed rules on foster care cost reimbursements, which NACo opposed.  There are three aspects to this section of the bill. First, children who are receiving supportive and preventive services because they are candidates for foster care would have to be reassessed every six months.  Second, states would have the shortest of 12 months or the average state licensure length of time to license relative caregiver homes.  This is actually, more restrictive than the proposed rules because those were based on the average length of time.  Third, children who are in non-eligible foster care facilities, such as hospitals, psychiatric institutions, public foster care facilities with more than 25 beds or juvenile detention, could only receive case management for 30 days. 
None of these provisions are in the Senate Finance Committee mark that is being considered tomorrow.  The Senate bill, does, however, include a provision that would limit the types of foster care activities that can be provided under Medicaid targeted case management.  At first glance, this provision is not as problematic as it was expected to be, but there are concerns about the way that Centers for Medicare/Medicaid Services will interpret it.  Since it is a Medicaid provision, it falls under the jurisdiction of the Energy and Commerce Committee in the House, not Ways and Means.  The Energy and Commerce reconciliation package does not include this provision. 
I would urge you to contact your members of Congress, especially if you have representatives on the Ways and Means Committee and express your concerns about these provisions.  I have not heard of any amendments at this time, but we need to let people know these things are problematic for when the package goes to the floor.
 
Fall conference 
I just wanted to remind you that Tuesday, October 25 is the day that the San Francisco Hilton will release the special rate rooms for the Health, Human Services and Workforce Conference.  I also wanted to tell you that Dr. Bruce Perry, who had been invited to be the keynote speaker will still be there regardless of the venue change.  Additionally, we will have a spotlight session on the lessons learned from Katrina featuring Judge Robert Eckels, the county executive for Harris County, Texas.  I look forward to seeing you in San Francisco. 
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