NACHSA Members: 
I have received the attached from my colleague at the American Public Human Services Administrators.  Today the Senate is expected to consider a "Sense of the Senate" amendment which essentially would put the Senate on record as opposing the House child support cuts. 
It is especially important to contact Republican Senators today (202/224-3121) to express support for the amendment to be offered by Senator Harkin (D-IA).   
 
-----Original Message-----
From: Kathryn Dyjak [mailto:KDyjak@aphsa.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 02, 2005 6:12 PM
 
We are sending this out to our members tonight.  I spoke with Sen. Harkin's staff and they are going ahead so we really need to help get them a Republican to make sure it is a good vote.
 
November 2, 2005
 
As part of the debate on the Senate Budget Reconciliation bill, a "Sense of the Senate" amendment will be offered to reaffirm that the Senate should not accept any of the cuts to the child support program included in the House budget reconciliation bill.  A successful vote on this amendment on Thursday is critical to keeping child support cuts out of any final budget reconciliation package.  Please contact your Senator as soon as possible and ask them to support the child support amendment.  Sen. Harkin is the sponsor but their office is encouraging Republicans to join on as cosponsors.  Child Support has always been a bi-partisan issue and there is a hope that the amendment will be as well. (Please let us know if your Senator is supportive of the amendment)
 
As a recap, the House Budget Reconciliation Bill that is expected to be voted on by the full House has $4.89 billion in cuts to the Child Support Program  In fact, the House Ways and Means Subcommittee only needed to find $1 billion in saving to meet the budget instructions but instead found $9 billion. Cuts to child support include the following:
   Child Support Incentive Fund Limitation: Starting in 2008 limits the long-standing practice whereby states use child support incentive fund awards as a federal match. Saves the federal government $1.646 billion over a 3 year period (2008-2010)
   Child Support Administrative Match rate reduction: Reduces the Child Support Administrative Match Rate from 66% down to 50% by FY 2010. The savings for this provision is estimated at $4 billion over 5 years and $13.2 billion over 10 years.
  Child Support $25 User Fee: Requires states to Institute a mandatory fee of $25 starting in FY 2007 after the state has collected at least $500 of support for families who have never received TANF assistance. The federal savings from 2007-2010 is $172 million.
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