NACHSA Members:
 

Federal Medicaid Citizenship Guidance Issued:  The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services recently released guidance through a state Medicaid Director letter implementing the Medicaid citizenship documentation requirements going into effect July 1, 2006.  There may be some changes to it as state and local administrators raise questions about the actual administrative efforts necessary to implement the law.  An Interim Final Rule is expected shortly.   In the meantime, here is a link to the Fact Sheet (5 pp) and the letter (14 pp.):  

http://www.cms.hhs.gov/MedicaidEligibility/05_ProofofCitizenship.asp#TopOfPage
 

There are four tiers of acceptable documentation -- agencies must try to first obtain documentation from the higher level before moving to the next source of acceptable documentation:
 

Primary documentation includes a U.S. Passport.
 

Secondary documentation includes a U.S. birth certificate.
 

'Third level' documents include a non-government document such as a life or health insurance record showing the U.S. as the place of birth.
 

Fourth level evidence should 'ONLY be used in the rarest of circumstances' (emphasis theirs), including a written affidavit by at least two individuals of whom one is not related.
 

Foster Care Information Memorandum:  HHS  also released an Information Memorandum to states providing guidance on implementing the foster care provisions of the Deficit Reduction Act.  Pages 3-4 of the above attachment will give you an indication of the overall intent of HHS.  Additional clarification will be forthcoming through the Administration for Children and Youth.
 

Post-Adoption Grants Available:  The Administration for Children and Families has announced the availability of competitive grants to support post-adoption services.  Counties are eligible to apply.  Approximately $1.5 million is available for up to six grants totaling $250,000 for each of the five years of the demonstration period.  Applications are due July 21, 2006.  Here is a link to the announcement and the Executive Summary: 

http://www.acf.hhs.gov/grants/pdf/HHS-2006-ACF-ACYF-CO-0134.pdf
 

Fall Conference Update:  NACHSA has received nearly 30 workshop presentation applications for the December Human Services and Workforce Conference.  Over the next few weeks, NACHSA will be reviewing those applications.  To the extent that it is determined that there are important issues that were not addressed in the applications received, NACHSA may request additional submissions.  
Thanks for your participation!  To learn more about the conference, go to:  http://www.nachsa.org/Conferences/fall.htm
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