NACHSA Members:
 

The following events occurred recently in Washington, D.C. 
 

Subsidized Guardianship Report:  Generations United issued the a report last week supporting subsidized guardianship.  It displays state-by-state information on relative placements.  Also participating were the Pew Commission, a White House Conference on Aging Committee member and caregivers.  Here is a link to the Generations United home page: www.gu.org/  and to the report:  http://ipath.gu.org/documents/A0/All_Children_Deserve_A_Permanent_Home.pdf 
 

Senate Finance Hearing on Meth and Child Welfare:  The Senate Finance Committee conducted a hearing last week on the impact of methamphetamine use on the child welfare system.  According to Finance Chairman Grassley (R-IA) it was the Committee's first hearing on child welfare in nearly ten years. Witnesses included former addicts and their families, as well as a witness from the Montana state family services division, a researcher from the National Center on Substance Abuse and Child Welfare, and a provider from Lutheran Social Services.  No legislative initiatives were discussed.  Perhaps most useful is the testimony from the National Center which provides a comprehensive review of the issue.  Here's a link to the witness testimony.  http://finance.senate.gov/sitepages/hearing042506.htm
 

NACHSA Supports Funding for Meth Treatment and Child Welfare:  NACHSA has joined other state and local organizations by signing on to a letter supporting funding of $20 million in FY 2007  for a program within the Department of Justice to expand access to methamphetamine treatment for pregnant and parenting women.  Authorized under the Patriot Act, the grants would expand collaboration between substance abuse, child welfare and criminal justice agencies to provide clinically appropriate services.  Further, the grant encourages family treatment for women and their children.  Counties would be involved with their states in crafting the program under this competitive grant.  Please contact me if you are interested in receiving a copy of the letter.
 

In other NACHSA News........  
Planning Underway for the December 2-5 NACHSA Conference:  Mark your calendars for St. Petersburg in December! Within the next few weeks, you will receive a conference promotional brochure and a call for workshop presentations.  The NACHSA leadership intends to get you as much information on this new venture with the National Workforce Association (NWA) as soon as possible.  This initiative will combine the conference strengths of both organizations.  NWA has a proven history of conducting conferences which attract prominent members of Congress and other nationally-recognized speakers who present late-and-breaking information.  Over the years, NACHSA has specialized in presenting best practices workshops on a wide variety of human services issues.  Combining these strengths and bringing human services and workforce officials together will provide you with an invaluable opportunity to network and learn with your peers about national and local developments. 
NACHSA Dues Are Due!  NACHSA runs a lean operation supported solely by your membership dues and the volunteered time of human services administrators.  Thanks to those counties and state associations that have paid their dues.  It is still not too late for those of you who haven't done so for 2006.    Please click here to access the form.  If you are not sure you have paid this year, please e-mail me at tj@wafed.com and I will check the list.    
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