NACHSA Members
 

This update provides you with:

· A snapshot of what last week's congressional elections may mean for human services programs. 

· Information on the upcoming National Workforce Association/NACHSA Conference. 

· Human services resources available on-line.

Congressional Elections:  Membership on the various committees for 2007 is still being sorted out and the votes in at least nine House seats are being re-counted.  A one-page 'reality check' on how human services and other discretionary programs may be found at: http://nachsa.org/documents/CongElectionsHumanServicesImpact.doc 
 

NWA/NACHSA Conference:  The conference is days away.  For those of you who have registered, the NACHSA general membership meeting will take place on Saturday, December 2 at 2:30 p.m, immediately after the Board meeting.  All delegates are welcome to attend the membership meeting!  Descriptions of NACHSA-sponsored sessions may be found at: http://www.nachsa.org/documents/NWA-NACHSAConferenceAt-a-Glance9-2006.pdf  
 

NWA has confirmed a number of speakers, including Tony Blankley, political pundit and former press secretary to Speaker Gingrich; Florida Representative Ric Keller who serves on the subcommittee with jurisdiction over WIA, and more.  See the attached NWA speaker highlights for more information.  These highlights can also be found at: http://nachsa.org/Conferences/documents/NWASpeakerHighlights.pdf
Conference dress is 'business casual'.

 

Human Services Resources:  Most of us are inundated by information.  Below are a few items that have crossed my screen that I have saved over the past month that may be of interest.

Title: What makes foster parents come and stay. 
Available from: Casey Family Programs 
http://www.fostercaremonth.org/NR/rdonlyres/D56FD786-CD45-4489-9C38-BFA1616E9145/0/3f_Come_and_Stay_fcm06.pdf
Abstract: This fact sheet describes the main reasons people become and remain foster parents.

Title: Disproportionality : Facts about children of color in foster care. 
Available from: Casey Family Programs
http://www.fostercaremonth.org/NR/rdonlyres/DECE5358-D92F-4A22-A609-8AFB7FFBA09E/0/FCM06disprofacts.pdf
Abstract: This fact sheet includes facts about the disproportionate representation of children of color in foster care.

Title: Facts about children in foster care. 
Available from: Casey Family Programs 
http://www.fostercaremonth.org/NR/rdonlyres/B4DDE6AD-868E-4A90-A631-EDE0812600B4/0/1f_Facts_fcm06.pdf
Abstract: Basic facts and statistics about children in foster care.

Journal Name: Children's Services practice notes
v. 11, 3, June 2006, p. 1-8 
Available from: North Carolina Family and Children's Resource Program 
http://www.practicenotes.org 
http://www.practicenotes.org/vol11_no3/cspnv11n3_for%20web.pdf
Abstract: What do the words "outcomes" and "accountability" mean to you? Your answer may depend a lot on your job. If you work as a director or program manager in a county department of social services, these words are probably all too familiar, since you are regularly asked by county commissioners, state and federal reviewers, and others to prove your agency is functioning as it should.  This issue of Practice Notes will tell you about Cornerstone IV, a new MRS-focused course that teaches supervisors in all DSS programs how to analyze data and, using that data, to measure progress toward successful outcomes. We will also explore the language of outcomes and provide you with information about some outcome-focused federal and state review processes that impact child welfare agencies. (Author abstract) 
Analysis of Fiscal Year 2005 TANF and MOE Spending by States
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services has published data concerning use of federal Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) and state maintenance of effort (MOE) funds in FY 2005. This link gets you to a set of state-by-state charts showing how each state used its TANF and MOE funds in FY 2005.  http://clasp.org/publications/state_moe_fy05.htm
Child Welfare Disparities:  Despite data that show no difference in the rates of child abuse and neglect between races, African American families are more frequently reported for abuse and neglect of their children, and their children are more frequently removed from their homes, with damaging consequences. Once in foster care, the study found, African American children and youth receive fewer visits from caseworkers and less mental health services than do Caucasian children. 

These and other findings are part of "Synthesis of Research on Disproportionality in Child Welfare: An Update," authored by Dr. Robert B. Hill for the Casey-CSSP Alliance for Racial Equity, and were released at the Annual Conference of the National Black Child Development Institute last month in Miami, Florida. The Alliance comprises all five Casey family foundations and organizations committed to improving the lives of the nation’s most vulnerable children and families.  Here is a link to access the report:  http://www.casey.org/Resources/Publications/DisproportionalityResearch.htm 
Join NACHSA!  
If this e-mail was forwarded to you from a NACHSA member, please consider becoming a dues-paying member.  To learn how your county can become an active member and receive directly all updates on federal legislative, regulatory and grant announcements, please contact me at tj@wafed.com or go to www.nachsa.org  

