Congress will return to Washington on December 3 to try to finish a year’s worth of work in three weeks. Congress and the administration are at odds over most of the 11 remaining appropriations bills, including Labor-HHS, and the reauthorization of the State Children’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP) remains stalemated. It appears that the Senate may be able to make some progress on reauthorizing the farm bill and the food and nutrition programs contained in the measure. There will likely be a scramble to complete action on some of these items and others right before Christmas.    

This update provides you with a few ways your county can act to support federal action for families, as well as new human services resources and a NACo grant announcement for rural health technical assistance.

 

Act Today! Lend your county’s name in efforts to support families.

Show Your Support for the Kinship Caregiver Support Act: Progress has been made on garnering county and other organizational support for the Kinship Caregiver Support Act. NACHSA has joined with the Alliance for Children and Families, Center for Law and Social Policy, Child Welfare League of America, Children's Defense Fund, and Generations United to circulate a letter to Congress to organizations with an interest in the well-being of children for their support. More sign-ons are needed!  The letter endorses the Kinship Caregiver Support Act (H.R. 2188, S. 661), legislation now before Congress that would provide assistance to relatives who become the legal guardians of children in foster care. NACHSA hopes that you will lend your support by signing your county on to this letter. To sign on, please email your name, organization (as it should be listed), address, phone, and email address to Melanie McGraw at kinship@acf-unca.org.

Senators Clinton (D-NY) and Snowe (R-ME) circulated a Dear Colleague letter this week requesting additional co-sponsors. For a current Senate cosponsor list, click here.

Efforts Continue to Restore Child Support: A final push is underway to include the restoration of the child support cuts on a legislative vehicle before the end of the year. The bill’s sponsors have a few legislative options to pursue, including attaching it to ‘must-pass’ legislation such as extending some tax breaks and/or physician payments under Medicare. The Child Support Protection Act is a candidate for such a vehicle. The Deficit Reduction Act cuts made to the child support performance incentive match program took effect October 1. While a number of states provided short term, stopgap funding to address the shortfall, many others will soon experience program disruptions. 

Twenty-four of the nation’s governors sent a letter in mid-November urging Congress to act. Both the House and Senate companion bills (S. 803/H.R. 1386) need additional cosponsors. Click here to see if your Representative or Senators are on the bill and encourage them to support the legislation today if they have not yet co-sponsored. 
Call for a White House Conference on Child Welfare in 2010:  NACHSA has signed on to the Child Welfare League of America’s (CWLA) campaign to hold a White House conference on child welfare. CWLA envisions that a White House conference would examine the greatest needs, set forth recommended legislative fixes to Congress and establish a plan to set the country on a path of reform. According to CWLA, the first Conference was called by President Theodore Roosevelt with a conference held every ten years. No conference has been held since 1970. Previous conferences made significant contributions to establishing priorities for protecting and supporting children in need. Click here to learn more about the initiative and to sign your agency in support of the effort.    
Health and Human Services Resources

Child Health Coverage Toolkit Available:  This toolkit, supported by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, offers links to resources that will help you inform your Board and the public on how children in the U.S. get health coverage, and the importance of employer-sponsored coverage and public programs to children. Prepared by the Alliance for Health Reform, the toolkit provides key facts on insurance coverage, including an overview of the State Children's Health Insurance Program (SCHIP). Selected websites on health coverage and a glossary of terms are included. 

The Uninsured: A Primer: From the Kaiser Family Foundation, this excellent resource presents basic information about the uninsured—who they are and why they do not have health coverage. It also explores the difference that health insurance makes in people’s lives, provides a summary of how and why the number of uninsured is growing, and discusses currently proposed solutions. 

Most Low-Income Parents Are Employed: Fact Sheet: From the National Center for Children in Poverty, this fact sheet shows the latest data on low-income parents and their employment status. Despite declining average household income, 56 percent of low-income children had at least one parent working full-time and year-round. The data show that this population is more likely to be employed in the service industry and is less likely to receive benefits such as health insurance or paid vacation. (November 2007, 3 pp.)

Improving the Refundable Child Tax Credit: An Important Step Toward Reducing Child Poverty: This policy brief is from the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities and reviews steps to improve the Child Tax Credit to affect more families. The Child Tax Credit is a $1000 credit per child for low-income families, and around 16 million children in low-income families could partially receive the credit with eligibility changes. Under the current structure, full-time minimum wage working parents would not qualify for the benefit when the minimum wage increases in 2009. (November 2007, 7 pp.) 

New Resources at The National Campaign to Prevent Teen and Unplanned Pregnancies - Teen pregnancy and unplanned pregnancy among young adults is at the root of a number of important public health and social challenges – research indicates one-third of open child protection cases are with children born to teenagers. You will find a good summary of the issue beginning on page 11 of the executive summary of Emerging Answers 2007. 

New Local Guide on Transitioning Foster Youth: A task force of local elected officials representing counties, cities and school boards in California have just issued a report and community action guide entitled “Our Children: Emancipating Foster Youth.” It was published by the Cities Counties and Schools Partnership which is a joint effort of the League of California Cities, California State Association of Counties (CSAC) and California School Boards Association (CSBA). The Partnership promotes the development of public policies that build and preserve communities by encouraging local collaborative efforts among California's 478 cities, 58 counties and more than 1,000 school boards and districts the partners represent. (November 2007, 22 pp.)  

NACo Announces Availability of Rural Health Grants: Rural Health Works is community assessment process that assists counties to evaluate their healthcare system and to generate county-specific data. The ultimate goal of the project is to strengthen rural economies by increasing the use and expansion of health services. NACo will award a total of three grants on a competitive basis. The grant, valued at more than $18,000 for each county, includes intensive technical assistance on the Rural Health Works model. Selected counties will work with Rural Health Works consultants to:

· Identify their health care needs 

· Examine the social, economic, and political realities affecting the local delivery of health care 

· Determine how the health care system can best meet the community’s needs 

· Develop and mobilize an action plan based on their analysis and planning 

Funds are being provided by the Office of Rural Health Policy within the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.  An application form is available at www.naco.org/ruralhealthworks. The application deadline is December 15, 2007. For more information, please contact Christina Rowland at crowland@naco.org or 202-942-4267.

NACHSA News

Call for Nominations for NACHSA Awards: An e-Alert will be sent to NACHSA members next week to request nominations for awards in innovations in county human services delivery; distinguished leadership in human services by an elected county official; and leadership by a county human services director. Awards will be presented at the National Association of Counties’ legislative conference in March 2008.   

NACHSA 2008 Dues Notice to be Sent Soon: With 2008 knocking on the door, soon it will be time to pay NACHSA dues for the year. Once the dues form is posted, please pay them as soon as you can. There is strength in numbers. Please spread the word about NACHSA!    
NACHSA Legislative Conference Meeting: The National Association of Counties has recently opened registration for the NACo 2008 Legislative Conference. Register on NACo’s website and receive $25 off your registration fee. NACHSA will conduct its meetings beginning Saturday morning March 1. 
