NACHSA Members
 

Here is a monthly summary of some of the health and human services resources that have crossed my screen within the past month. 
 

But first, if you haven't done so already, please send in your 2007 dues.  NACHSA will be taking inactive members off of the distribution list soon.  Some of you should have received a request to renew by mail in the past few days. If you have received this e-mail from a colleague and are not a NACHSA member, please join today to receive all NACHSA updates.  Please go to:  http://www.nachsa.org/About/documents/CalendarYear2007NACHSADuesForm.pdf  Thank you for your support!
 

CHILD WELFARE
 

Is Kinship Care Good for Kids? More than 2.5 million children are being raised by grandparents and other relatives because their parents are unable-for a variety of reasons-to care for them. A number of states have utilized subsidized guardianship programs as a way of supporting these "kinship families." Some wonder whether kinship care is a good thing-and how we know this. This fact sheet from the Center for Law and Social Policy (CLASP) addresses these often unasked but crucial questions. (3 pages). http://www.clasp.org/publications/is_kinship_care_good.pdf
 

Enhancing Permanency for Older Youth in Out-of-Home Care: Prepared by the National Governors' Association, this paper addresses specific challenges of permanency planning with older youth and highlights successful strategies and programs from states across the country. http://www.nga.org/Files/pdf/0701YOUTH.PDF
Child Abuse and Neglect Fatalities: Statistics and Interventions:  This fact sheet provides an overview of the prevalence and characteristics of child abuse-related fatalities, including information about how many children die each year from maltreatment, which groups of children are most vulnerable, how the deaths occur, and what is known about the perpetrators. It also discusses the role of the community in preventing and responding to child deaths, and provides a list of organizations to contact for more information. www.childwelfare.gov/pubs/factsheets/fatality.pdf   

Q&A About New Substance Abuse Prevention & Treatment Grants under the Child and Family Services Improvement Act of 2006: These questions and answers (Q&A) were prepared by an informal coalition of groups, including the American Public Human Services Association, Center for Law and Social Policy, Child Welfare League of America, Children's Defense Fund, Legal Action Center, National Association of State Alcohol and Drug Abuse Directors, and the Rebecca Project for Human Rights. The  group convened after passage of the Child and Family Services Improvement Act of 2006 to develop materials about the new funding and the opportunity for those concerned about alcohol and drug addiction and its impact on children and families to use it to improve outcomes for children and families. The informal coalition hopes that the Q&A's will stimulate organizations and agencies to begin planning and forming regional partnerships so they will be ready to apply for grants under the Act once they are formally announced by HHS later this Spring. http://www.clasp.org/publications/pssf_qa.htm
 

CHILD SUPPORT
Child Support Fact Sheet:  The goal of the child support enforcement program is to ensure that children receive financial and medical support from their parents. The Deficit Reduction Act of 2005 cut funds from the program, threatening to reverse the progress made in its effectiveness over the last 10 years. This CLASP fact sheet offers several reasons to restore federal funding. (1 page). http://www.clasp.org/publications/restore_enforcement_funding.pdf
Staying in Jobs and Out of the Underground: Child Support Policies that Encourage Legitimate Work: This CLASP policy brief explains why policymakers and practitioners should manage the child support obligations of incarcerated and re-entering men to help them maintain regular employment, limit participation in the underground economy, reduce recidivism, and provide steady support to their children over time. A companion brief will outline specific child support strategies to help these parents reconnect to work and family. 8 pages. http://www.clasp.org/publications/cs_brief_2.pdf
 
WORK SUPPORTS
 

Affordable Car Ownership Programs: Transporting Families toward Financial Stability and Success: This issue brief from the Annie E. Casey Foundation provides information on car ownership programs for low-income families to support job stability. This resource offers information on local programs around the country that provide low-income families with the opportunity to own their own vehicle. http://www.aecf.org/publications/data/affordable_car.pdf
 

HEALTH 
Medicaid: A Primer: Published by the Kaiser Family Foundation (KFF), this document provides an overview of the basic components of the nation’s largest health insurance program which covers 55 million low-income individuals (including families, people with disabilities and the elderly) and is the dominant source of the country’s long-term care financing. The primer examines the structure of the program, who it covers, what services it provides, and spending. Because Medicaid is jointly financed by the federal and state governments and the states administer the program within broad federal guidelines, programs vary across states. Tables examining the state-to-state variation in eligibility, enrollment, and spending for Medicaid enrollees are included in the primer. 

http://www.kff.org/medicaid/upload/Medicaid-A-Primer-pdf.pdf
Beyond Cash and Counseling: The Second Generation of Individual Budget-Based Community Long Term Care Programs for the Elderly: This KFF report examines the growing number of states offering an individual budget model to older Medicaid long-term care beneficiaries. Pioneered in the Cash and Counseling Demonstration of the late 1990s (and recently approved as a state plan option in the 2005 Deficit Reduction Act), the model replaces traditional Medicaid supports and agency-provided services and instead offers beneficiaries a budget that they manage to obtain long term care services.  The report describes 10 operating programs serving older persons and discusses how states have addressed four key design areas—budget adequacy, participant choice, participant support, and quality. Conclusions: 1) states should pay careful attention to the interdependence of these program features and be willing to recalibrate program design based on experience; 2) more experience, larger enrollments and evaluation evidence are needed to reveal how newer designs perform in attracting older participants and promoting better outcomes, as well as their implications for state spending; and 3) participation may increase with designs that allow beneficiaries the choice of managing a budget for all or only some home and community-based services. http://www.kff.org/medicaid/upload/7579.pdf
Coverage Patterns Among SCHIP-Eligible Children and Their Parents: Congress will be considering the reauthorization of SCHIP later this year. This Urban Institute study used the 2005 Current Population Survey to examine national patterns of coverage among families with SCHIP eligible children. Key findings: Close to 2 million uninsured children are eligible for SCHIP, the majority of SCHIP beneficiaries could not be enrolled in an employer plan that covers their parents, and almost 40 percent of SCHIP enrollees lives with an uninsured parent. Study results imply that federal funding needs to be increased substantially to cover the remaining eligible but uninsured children, and that many children stand to lose coverage altogether if federal funds are inadequate to meet existing program needs. http://www.urban.org/UploadedPDF/311420_Coverage_Patterns.pdf
