NACHSA Members:

Congress returns this week for a two month long session interrupted only by a Fourth of July recess. During the summer, it plans on crafting most if not all of the FY 2008 spending bills. Additionally, House and Senate Committees will mark up bills to reauthorize food stamps and other nutrition programs and the State Children's Health Insurance Program (SCHIP). Other human services items of note may include action to restore the child support cuts which become effective October 1 and efforts to give states flexibility in implementing the Medicaid citizenship requirements. 

Food and Nutrition Programs: The House Agriculture Committee began marking up some of the Farm Bill titles prior to their Memorial Day recess and will resume those meetings this month. Legislative details outlining how the Committee will approach the nutrition title are not available. The House, however, is more friendly to the interests of farmers and is not expected to increase significantly federal nutrition programs. The Senate has not released its bill either, but committee staff have been meeting with low-income and nutrition advocates, signaling that it may be more sympathetic to nutrition issues. Both sides of Capitol Hill would like their respective bills to be adopted by August so that a conference committee can resolve the differences in September.

SCHIP/Medicaid Citizenship: The Senate Finance Committee plans to mark up an SCHIP reauthorization bill as early as June 7. One of the key issues the Committee faces is finding billions in new funding to ensure that states can keep current beneficiaries on the rolls. Just last month, Congress adopted as part of the Iraq war supplemental a $650 million appropriation to ensure that 14 states did not run out of federal funds before the end of this federal fiscal year. That problem is expected to intensify in the coming years, unless the program receives a significant infusion of new federal dollars. States planning expansions using SCHIP are placing even more pressure on the program to fund additional children and families beyond those they cover currently.

State and local advocates and consumer groups are also urging Senate Finance Committee chair Baucus (D-MT) to include in his SCHIP bill a provision restoring flexibility states previously had in documenting eligibility for Medicaid. Some of the rank and file Democrats on the Committee have endorsed such an approach, led by Sen. Rockefeller (D-WV) who introduced SCHIP legislation (S. 1224) containing the provision.

House action on SCHIP is expected to follow the Senate Finance Committee later this summer.

Child Support Cuts: Efforts are underway to increase the co-sponsor lists for both the House and Senate bills to restore the performance incentive payment match which will be terminated on October 1, 2007. The House bill is H.R. 1386 and is sponsored by Rep. McDermott (D-WA) who chairs the Ways and Means subcommittee with jurisdiction over the issue. On the Senate side, the bill number is S. 803, sponsored by Sen. Rockefeller.

Counties must act soon to urge their members of Congress to repeal the cuts. 
As June 1, Senate co-sponsors are:
Sen Brown[OH], Cantwell[WA], Coleman[MN], Cornyn[TX], Klobuchar[MN], Kohl[WI], Levin [MI], Snowe[ME], Stabenow [MI]

House co-sponsors are:
Rep Abercrombie [HI], Arcuri [NY], Baldwin [WI], Berkley [NV], Braley [IA], Capps [CA], Castor [FL], Christensen [VI], Davis [AL], Doggett [TX], Ellison [MN], Emanuel[IL], Hall [NY], Kagen [WI], Kind [WI], LaTourette [OH], Levin [MI], Lewis [GA], Lofgren [CA], McCarthy [NY], McCollum [MN], McNulty [NY], Moore [WI], Ramstad [MN], Sanchez, Linda [CA], Stark [CA], Walz [MN], Waxman [CA].

Please contact me if you need further background on the issue.

Kinship Caregiver Support Act: Both the House and Senate have introduced bills to establish funding under the federal IV-E foster care program to support a subsidized guardianship option providing kinship caregivers with resources to address the needs of children in their care. The Senate bill (S. 661) is sponsored by Sen. Clinton (D-NY)and Snowe (R-ME). Other cosponsors include:

Cochran (MS), Coleman (MN), Kerry (MA), Lautenberg (NJ), Lincoln (AR), Menendez (NJ), Mikulski (MD), Murray (WA), Sanders (VT), Schumer (NY)

The House bill (H.R. 2188) was introduced in May by Illinois Representatives Davis and Johnson. There is one co-sponsor, Rep. Moore (KS).

Both bills need additional co-sponsors. Please contact me if you need additional information on the issue.   
NACHSA Summer Conference: Just a reminder that NACHSA will meet all day on July 13 in Richmond, VA. Business leaders from Richmond will meet with NACHSA in the morning to discuss how they have partnered with the public sector to address human services issues. The group will also meet with VA's Commissioner on Aging. More details soon.  

Job Postings: If your agency has a vacancy in the senior staff ranks of your department, NACHSA would be happy to post the job notice on its website. Please contact me for further details.
