NACHSA Members:
 

Human services resources crossing my screen in the past month have included state-by-state charts on a number of issues, information on chronic homelessness, a primer on the nation's aging demographics, a kinship care website and updates on two federal grant opportunities.   
 

There were a number of state-by-state charts released recently by various organizations on hunger, health and child support. They include: 
 

State Data on Hunger and Poverty:  Compiled annually, the Food Research and Action Center's State of the States provides a comprehensive snapshot of hunger, poverty, and use of federal nutrition programs nationally and in each state. Released last week, the report includes detailed information on the extent of hunger, participation in eight federal nutrition programs, and economic data for all 50 states and the District of Columbia.  Here is a link to the report:
http://www.frac.org/SOS%202007%20Report.pdf
State Data on Children's Health: This interactive tool provides easy online access to the latest children's health coverage and health status information, as well as Medicaid and SCHIP eligibility, enrollment and spending data for children from the Kaiser Commission on Medicaid and the Uninsured. The link below: 
· Includes customized fact sheets -- complete with charts and tables comparing any two states or any one state and the nation -- which can easily be emailed, printed or saved. 
· Combines all children's health topics in one place on statehealthfacts.org- Kaiser's continually updated site for state health data. 
· Provides easy access to the latest children's health information in sortable tables, maps, and custom downloads. 
http://www.statehealthfacts.org/cgi-bin/healthfacts.cgi?action=children
 

 

State Data On Child Support: This chart lists all 50 states' child support pass-through and income disregard policies as of April 2007. (4 pp).
http://www.clasp.org/publications/pass_through_2007.pdf
 

 

Number of Children in Poverty: Published by Child Trends, pages 4-6 of this document provides you with national charts documenting the annual trends in the percentage of children in poverty and their relationship to declining TANF rolls.
http://www.childtrendsdatabank.org/pdf/50_PDF.pdf
 

 

Addressing Chronic Homelessness: This four page brief is from the National Alliance to End Homelessness and provides information on chronic homelessness in the United States. Authors summarize the interaction between emergency shelters, health care systems, and criminal justice and chronic homelessness, and conclude with the benefits and cost effectiveness of permanent supportive housing. 
http://www.endhomelessness.org/content/article/detail/1060/
Meeting the Long-Term Care Needs of the Baby Boomers: This Urban Institute study (61pp.) projects to 2040 the number and percentage of people ages 65 and older with disabilities and their use of long-term care services. The projections show how changes in disability levels, financial resources, children’s availability, and other characteristics will affect the future demand for paid and unpaid long-term care services.  There is a 3 page summary at the beginning of the report and some helpful charts throughout projecting the impact of our aging society. 
http://www.urban.org/UploadedPDF/311451_Meeting_Care.pdf
Kinship Care Website:  The American Bar Association's Center on Children and the Law recently established a Kinship Care Legal Resource Center. The Resource Center is intended to serve as a toolkit for attorneys, judges, and other child-serving practitioners working with kinship families and having difficulty navigating the complex existing and emerging legal issues. 
http://www.abanet.org/child/kinshipcare.shtml
Federal Grant Opportunities
Child Welfare and Substance Abuse Grants: A number of you have expressed interest in the child welfare/substance abuse services grant opportunity under the Promoting Safe and Stable Families program. I provided a link to that announcement previously. There is updated information online on the grant announcement, including materials that HHS used during their webcast in May and a Q&A section responding to issues raised since the announcement. The materials are available at:
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/grants/grants_cb.html
Transitional Living Program and Maternity Group Homes Grants: Authorized by the Runaway and Homeless Youth Act, counties are eligible to apply for the approximately 55 to 105 grants to be given to successful applicants for the Transitional Living Program and for Maternity Group Homes grants.  Transitional Living Programs (TLP) provide an alternative to the involvement of runaway and homeless youth in the law enforcement, child welfare, mental health, and juvenile justice systems.  Each TLP must provide a safe and appropriate shelter for up to 18 months of services with adult supervision, life and interpersonal skill building, career counseling and job skills, counseling, and medical care as appropriate. 
Maternity Group Homes provide the same services as a TLP in addition to providing parenting instructions and child care.  Other services that are offered include, but are not limited to, transportation, family planning, abstinence education and pregnancy prevention services. Grant applications are due July 30, 2007. Here is a link to the announcement:
http://www.grants.gov/search/search.do?mode=VIEW&oppId=14163
