NACHSA Members
 

Below are some human services resources which have come across my screen within the past month.
 

CHILD WELFARE
 

Partnering to Promote Guardianship: The Federal Outlook   This presentation provides an overview of the needs of children being raised by grandparents and other relatives because their parents are unable to do so. It highlights key provisions of several federal legislative proposals to address some of the unique needs of these families, and it offers an overview of the current federal policymaking environment. (34 pages)  http://www.clasp.org/publications/partnering_guardianship.pdf
 

POVERTY /INCOME ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS
2007 Earned Income Credit and Child Tax Credit Outreach Kit:  For tax season 2007, the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities provides this outreach kit for the Earned Income Tax Credit and the Child Tax Credit. It includes resources on various successful outreach strategies for the EITC, CTC, and promoting Volunteer Income Tax Assistance sites. The CBPP also provides flyers and posters for use in EITC outreach campaigns. For more information, go to: http://www.cbpp.org/eic2007/
Kansas: Pilot Program Will Help Determine Eligibility for Food Stamps at Private Tax Preparation Sites;  The Kansas Department of Social and Rehabilitation Services (SRS) and H&R Block will test a pilot program that allows people to apply for food stamp benefits at H&R Block sites. Company workers from 45 locations in Johnson, Wyandotte and Leavenworth counties, who are preparing federal and state income tax returns for potential food stamp recipients, will help those taxpayers fill out food stamp applications and file them electronically with SRS. Many people who qualify for public assistance use H&R Block services when they come to file for tax refunds under the Earned Income Tax Credit. SRS estimates that about 31,000 people in the three counties receive food stamps, and some 24,000 might be eligible for the benefits. http://www.kansascity.com/mld/kansascity/16362978.htm 
How to Curtail Predatory Lending to Help Individuals and Communities:  This issue brief aims to discuss predatory lending and the effects that this practice has on the financial wellbeing of children and families. Authors review how local communities can take action against predatory lending toward vulnerable borrowers to help support asset building in low income working families. For more information, go to: http://www.nfg.org/publications/Defending_the_Dream_2006.pdf
The Public Costs of Teen Childbearing:  The U.S. teen birthrate continues to decrease overtime- although it is the highest among industrialized countries. Published by the National Campaign to Prevent Teen Pregnancy, this report reviews the public sector costs of teen pregnancy. It is estimated that teen childbearing costs taxpayers around $9.1 billion annually; costs included public health care, child welfare, and prison system costs. For more information, go to: http://www.teenpregnancy.org/costs/pdf/report/BTN_National_Report.pdf
Who are America's Poor Children?: Between 2000 and 2005, the poverty rate for children in the United States increased by 11 percent, which equates to 1.3 million more children living in poverty. This fact sheet, from the National Center for Children in Poverty, provides the demographics of these children who live below the poverty threshold. To download, go to: http://nccp.org/media/cpt06a_text.pdf
Over Half of Low-Income Children Live With a Parent Who Works Regularly:  This brief, from the Annie E. Casey Foundation, reviews recently released Census data on employment in low-income families. According to the Census, nearly 15 million children living in low-income families, have at least one parent working regularly. Although job retention can start families on the path to self-sufficiency, work supports are necessary to help foster healthy growth in children. These include child care, health care, the Earned Income Tax Credit, and education and training opportunities. To download, go to: http://www.aecf.org/kidscount/sld/snapshot_working.pdf.
The Risk of Negative Child Outcomes in Low-Income Families:  This report, utilizing the Annie E. Casey Kids Count Data book, provides an overview of negative child outcomes that are a result of poverty. From 2000 data, it was found that negative child outcomes are highly correlated with lower income levels. Over 25 million children, which is 36 percent, live in families with an annual income of less than $35,000. The findings suggest that programs should utilize conditions other than poverty threshold to determine eligibility for assistance.  http://www.aecf.org/kidscount/pubs/risk_neg_out_families_blue.pdf
WORKFORCE INVESTMENT ACT
MDRC Paper on the Workforce Investment System:  Presented at the recent NWA/NACHSA conference, this short paper reviews the history of the workforce investment system in the United States, describes the large size of the low-wage labor market and the growth in the availability of work supports for low-wage workers, and offers recommendations for expanding the Workforce Investment Act, initially in a demonstration context, to focus more on job retention and advancement by engaging private employers and to enhance the accessibility of work supports.  http://www.mdrc.org/publications/440/concept.pdf
CHILD CARE 
 

Child Care Assistance in 2005: State Cuts Continue : State spending on child care assistance declined in 2005 for the second consecutive year. Twenty-two states made cuts to their child care programs, as the number of children living in low-income families that received help from these programs continued to decline. Many families turn to child care assistance programs to get help paying for the child care they need in order to work and to succeed. This policy brief provides an overview of national expenditure data for the Child Care and Development Block Grant (CCDBG) and Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) funds directed towards child care. (9 pages)   http://www.clasp.org/publications/childcareassistance2005.pdf  
 

NACHSA Dues Are Due!  

If you haven't done so already, please send in your 2007 dues.  If you have received this e-mail from a colleague and are not a NACHSA member, please join today to receive all NACHSA updates.  Please go to:  http://www.nachsa.org/About/documents/CalendarYear2007NACHSADuesForm.pdf  
 

Tom 
