NACHSA Members:
 

Employment Opportunities: NACHSA has begun a new job posting service for its dues paying members. Go to  http://www.nachsa.org/Resources/nuresources.htm . To post a job, please contact me at tj@wafed.com
 

NACHSA Dues are Due! If you haven't done so already, please send in your 2007 dues.  If you have received this e-mail from a colleague and are not a NACHSA member, please join today to receive all NACHSA updates.  Please go to:  http://www.nachsa.org/About/documents/CalendarYear2007NACHSADuesForm.pdf  
 

Information You Can Use: Human services resources crossing my screen this past month include:
 

CHILD WELFARE
 

Medicaid Access for Youth Aging Out of Foster Care:  The American Public Human Services Association has released a report on current Medicaid programs, including the Chafee option, that are being used to cover foster youth who have aged out of care; cost estimates associated with providing this coverage; and how states may be able to use the Deficit Reduction Act benefits flexibility option to create a program for these youth.  The report is based on responses from all 50 states and the District of Columbia, and is available on the APHSA website at www.aphsa.org/Home/Doc/Medicaid-Access-for-Youth-Aging-Out-of-Foster-Care-Rpt.pdf. 

 

Federal Finance Reform “Lookback" Report: Thousands of foster children, are losing the critical help they need from the federal government. In 1998, more than half of the children in foster care were eligible for federal support, but, by 2005, less than half were -- an estimated 35,000 fewer eligible foster children. The number is projected to continue to decline by approximately 5,000 children each year, according to a new analysis “Time for Reform: Fix the Foster Care Lookback” released late January by the Kids Are Waiting: Fix Foster Care Now campaign, led by The Pew Charitable Trusts. Here is a link to the report: http://kidsarewaiting.org/reports/files/lookback.pdf (Thanks to the Public Children Services Association of Ohio(PCSAO) for the link and description). View more about the Kids Are Waiting Campaign at http://kidsarewaiting.org/. 
 

Relative Caregiver Programs in Various States:  Thanks to the PCSAO for alerting NACHSA to a new report on state programs to support children in the care of relative guardians, “Preventive Subsidized Guardianship Programs” is now available on Cornerstone Consulting Group's website.  Charts on pages 26-28 summarize a number of state programs:  http://www.cornerstone.to/images/guardship_prev_state_progs.pdf
 

Child and Family Services Improvement Act of 2006 Summary: Prepared by the Center for Law and Social Policy, this is a summary of the CFSIA enacted by Congress last year. The Act reauthorizes the Promoting Safe and Stable Families program and adds $40 million annually to improve the workforce and address substance abuse, specifically methamphetamine abuse (8 pages): http://clasp.org/publications/summary_cfsia.pdf.
 

CHILD HEALTH 
 

The Kaiser Family Foundation has released a new resource for children’s health data and customized state-by-state fact sheets utilizing the latest information on health coverage and health status from the Kaiser Commission on Medicaid and the Uninsured and statehealthfacts.org. The interactive charts allow you to compare your state with others and/or with national statistics. http://www.statehealthfacts.org/cgi-bin/healthfacts.cgi?action=children
 

Report on State Implementation of the Medicaid Citizenship Requirements: Below is a link to an eight-pager from the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities -- It examines six states (WI, KS, IA, LA, VA, and NH) -- in those six, enrollment is down and administrative costs are up. http://www.cbpp.org/2-2-07health.pdf
 

CHILD SUPPORT
Compendium of Promising Practices/Good Ideas in Child Support Enforcement." From the Administration for Children and Families, Office of Child Support Enforcement, this document is a federal source for learning about successful child support programs nationwide. OCSE provides a detailed list of successful Child Support programs as well as contact information for each site. http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cse/pol/IM/2007/im-07-01.htm 
POVERTY
 

EITC: It's tax season. Here is a link to a four page paper on the Earned Income Tax Credit outlining the status of the program nationwide and identifying some best practices: http://peerta.acf.hhs.gov/pdf/EITC/900100_EITC_Newsletter.pdf   
 

The Center on Budget and Policy Priorities provides an outreach kit for the EITC and the Child Tax Credit. It includes resources on various successful outreach strategies for the EITC, CTC, and promoting Volunteer Income Tax Assistance sites. The CBPP also provides flyers and posters for use in EITC outreach campaigns. To view or download, please see: http://www.cbpp.org/eic2007/
 

Federal Poverty Levels: The 2007 federal poverty guidelines have been published: http://aspe.hhs.gov/poverty/07poverty.shtml
Tom

