NACHSA Members:
 

This update gives you a thumbnail sketch of congressional activity this summer and a synopsis of some human services resources that have crossed my screen over the past month.
 

Congressional Update
 

Congress has recessed until after Labor Day. Upon their return, the House and Senate face a host of health and human services legislation.
 

SCHIP Reauthorization: Both the House and Senate have adopted bills reauthorizing the State Children's Health Insurance Program (SCHIP). A House-Senate conference committee will convene to try to resolve the differences. The House bill (H.R. 3162) is very partisan, providing $50 billion in new funds over five years which would allow states to continue to cover those individuals currently receiving SCHIP, as well reach others who are currently eligible but not enrolled. The House would also make a number of changes to Medicare. The bill is funded by a 45 cent increase in the federal tobacco tax and cuts made to private Medicare Advantage programs.
 

The Senate version is a bipartisan product. Adopted 68-31, the measure (S. 1893) provides $35 billion over five years and does not include any Medicare changes. It would be funded by a 61 cent increase in the federal tobacco tax.
  
Both the House and Senate contain provisions, albeit different approaches, to provide flexibility to states and counties in determining Medicaid citizenship.   
 

The outcome and composition of a final bill is uncertain. President Bush has threatened to veto either bill. Moderate Senate Republicans have said that the Senate bill's funding amount is the most they will accept and that they have concerns over the Medicare cuts. With little House Republican support, House Democratic leadership faces a potential loss of support from Democrats from tobacco-producing states if the tobacco tax edges higher towards the Senate approach.
 

Child Support Enforcement: The House and Senate companion bills (S. 803/H.R. 1386) to restore the cut to the incentive payment match still need additional cosponsors. Go to http://www.nwlc.org/pdf/ChildSupportCoSponsors.pdf to see if your Representative or Senators are on the bill and encourage them to support the legislation. 
 

Kinship Caregiver Support Act: There is increased congressional interest in child welfare issues, including subsidized guardianship. The Senate and House have introduced S. 661 and H.R. 2188. Both bills have 16 cosponsors but additional sign-ons are needed. To see a list of cosponsors, go to the congressional website, http://thomas.loc.gov/. There you will see a column in the middle entitled: "Search Bill Text." Type in the bill number, select "Bill Number" and click search to get the information.  
 

Food Stamp Reauthorization: The House has completed action on its 2007 Farm Bill (H.R. 2419). The nutrition title provides modest increases in Food Stamp benefits through a variety of ways. The Senate will introduce its bill in September. It is expected to be more generous than the House on nutrition matters. Final action is not expected until late fall.
 

Rehabilitation Option Proposed Rule: HHS released this week its long awaited proposed rule to limit the Medicaid rehabilitation option. Most states and counties use the provision for a number of services, including child welfare and behavioral health services. Comments on the proposal are due October 12. Here is a link to the 13 page announcement:
http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/01jan20071800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2007/pdf/07-3925.pdf         
 


HUMAN SERVICES RESOURCES

Older Americans

Senior Transportation Resources: The National Center on Senior Transportation (NCST) has launched a Web site at http://www.seniortransportation.net.  The site offers  resources on transportation options for older adults who wish to live more independently within their communities.  The Web site includes announcements, facts and tips, publications, special events, opportunities of others, and technical assistance for the aging and human service community, transit providers, and older adults and caregivers.

Child Welfare
 

Child Welfare Database Updates: Since its launch a little more than a year ago, the California Evidence-Based Clearinghouse (CEBC) for Child Welfare has built a robust database of evidence-based child welfare programs and practices. Professionals, researchers, and other users can search the online database to identify effective or promising practices that have been reviewed by a topical expert and a national scientific panel. Programs are rated for their evidence, outcomes, and relevance for child welfare populations. The CEBC is run by the Chadwick Center for Children and Families, in cooperation with the Child and Adolescent Services Research Center.
www.cachildwelfareclearinghouse.org

American Bar Association's Legal Center for Foster Care and Education (FCE): The Legal Center FCE serves as a national technical assistance resource and information clearinghouse on legal and policy matters affecting the education of children in the foster care system. The Legal Center FCE provides expertise to states, localities and constituents, facilitates networking to advance promising practices and reforms, and provides technical assistance and training. It also supports direct education advocacy efforts for children in foster care, as well as promotes federal, state and local laws and policies that address the education needs of this population.
http://www.abanet.org/child/education/home.shtml
Child Well-Being Reports
 

Nutrition in Households with Infants: One in eight U.S. households with infants (12.5 percent) reports being "food insecure," according to a new analysis by Child Trends.  "Food insecure" is defined by the U.S. Department of Agriculture to be "limited or uncertain availability of nutritionally adequate and safe foods."  Additionally:

*       Among households with low-birthweight infants-infants born weighing less than 5.5 pounds-about one in seven (14.4 percent) is food insecure.        
*       Among poor households with infants, nearly three in 10 (28.9 percent) report food insecurity.

The findings are presented in a new six page research brief, Food Insecurity and Overweight among Infants and Toddlers: New Insights into a Troubling Linkage. The brief also links food insecurity with maternal depression, poor parenting, and overweight toddlers. 
http://www.childtrends.org/files/Child_Trends-2007_07_11_RB_FoodInsecurity.pdf
 
Report Cites Indicators of Children's Well-Being: The Federal Interagency Forum on Child and Family Statistics recently released America's Children: Key National Indicators of Well-Being, 2007. Each year since 1997, the Forum has published this report, which includes detailed information on the welfare of children and families. The Forum alternates publishing a comprehensive report, as is the case this year, with a condensed version that highlights selected indicators.

The report addresses such topics as family and social environment, economic circumstances, health care, physical environment and safety, behavior, education, and health. For additional information including a copy of the report go to http://www.childstats.gov/americaschildren/index.asp 
Child and Youth Well-Being Index 1975-2005, with Projections for 2006: This report presents findings from the Foundation for Child Development Child and Youth Well-Being Index (CWI) Project at Duke University on how children are faring in the United States. The CWI is based on a composite of 28 key indicators of well-being that are grouped into seven quality-of-life domains, including economic well-being, health, safety, educational attainment, and participation in schooling, economic, and political institutions. The report discusses trends over the 31-year period between 1975 to 2005, and projections for 2006. The major trends that can be drawn from the 2007 CWI include: progress in American children's quality of life has stalled; children's health continues to decline; children are safer and engage in less risky behavior than ever; progress in narrowing racial and ethnic disparities has stalled; improvements in children's quality of life in 2002 are now seen as a temporary reaction to 9/11; and the economic recession and slow growth of 2001-2002 negatively impacted several indicators in the Family Economic Well-Being component of the CWI, such as the poverty rate for families with children ages 0 to 17, the rate of such families with at least one parent with secure employment, and median family income. Each of the trends is analyzed, and it is concluded that after eight years of steady improvement from 1994 through 2002, the quality of life of America's children and youth appears to be at a standstill. 4 figures and 23 references. 
http://www.fcd-us.org/usr_doc/2007CWIReport-Embargoed.pdf

State-by-State Look at SCHIP and Uninsured Kids: The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation's 11 page report contains state-by-state charts on SCHIP enrollment and use of health care services by insured children compared with uninsured children.
http://covertheuninsured.org/pdf/americasfuture.pdf

Child Support
 

Child Support: Preserving and Expanding a Decade of Progress; A briefing on S. 803 and H.R. 1386: This slide presentation is from a July 13 congressional briefing, cosponsored by NACHSA and other national groups, held to explain the impact of the child support cut scheduled to take effect this October. (21 slides).
http://www.clasp.org/publications/ChildSupport101_71307.pdf 
 

Homelessness Prevention 

Homelessness Prevention Strategies: The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration sponsored in July a special issue of Springer’s Journal of Primary Prevention entitled Homelessness and Mental Illness: Perspectives on Prevention. The link below will take you to a dozen articles on the value of prevention and outlines of innovative strategies that are working to prevent and end homelessness. 

http://www.springerlink.com/content/p73365543k8m/?p=1fb8e4dbcbe446d696d5e82ad6e8d06b&pi=0
 

Funding Opportunities
 

Domestic Violence Program Awards Available: The Mary Byron Foundation funds programs throughout the United States that are working to stop domestic violence, created the Celebrating Solutions Awards to showcase and applaud local innovations that demonstrate promise in breaking the cycle of domestic violence. The foundation selects programs that can serve as models for the United States and offers $10,000 cash awards in recognition of their pioneering efforts.

To be eligible, both the nominated program and the institution must be U.S.-based, be part of a nonprofit 501(c)(3) or government agency, have been operating for a minimum of three years, and address the issue of domestic violence. The program also should be replicable, or if it is national in scope, the program should have applications for individual communities, regardless of their size or ethnic population.

The application deadline is October 5. Program information and a nomination form are available at the foundation's Web site.
http://www.marybyronfoundation.org/work_solutions.html

FY 2008 Forecast Previews SAMHSA Grant Opportunities: The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration is offering an early look at its 2008 grant opportunities in a new funding forecast and help developing applications in an updated manual. SAMHSA Anticipated FY 2008 Funding Opportunities “At A Glance” provides potential grant applicants with a list of the programs under which SAMHSA expects to invite applications for new awards in Fiscal Year 2008. The information in this chart is based on the President’s FY 2008 budget request, so it is tentative and preliminary. Final figures will not be available until SAMHSA receives its FY 2008 appropriation sometime this fall.

For each program, the chart provides estimated funding, number and size of awards, a program description, eligibility restrictions, contact information for the project officer, and a target publication date. Individual grant announcements will be published throughout the year. Go to the following link for the chart:
http://www.samhsa.gov/Grants/2008/fy2008opps.aspx 
 

NACo Resources
 

Receive County News Electronically: The National Association of Counties' biweekly newspaper, County News, may be sent directly to your desktop. You may chose one of three formats:
        *       Headline update: Every two weeks NACo will e-mail a short synopsis of the top stories in County News. Pick your news, click the link and read the story.
        *       Web site update: Every two weeks NACo e-mail the main page from www.countynews.org.  

        *       PDF delivery: Every two weeks NACo will send you the entire County News, every page, every picture, in a convenient PDF file. Save each issue on disk and read them when you find the time (Average file size: 6–8MB). To make your choice, click here:
http://www.naco.org/CountyNewsTemplate.cfm?Section=Editorial_and_Advertising&Template=/cffiles/cnews/online_form.cfm 
 

NACo County Health Services Reports: NACo recently published two reports on the county role in health care. 

State-by-State Report on Counties’ Role in Health Care Delivery and Finance:
http://www.naco.org/Template.cfm?Section=New_Technical_Assistance&template=/ContentManagement/ContentDisplay.cfm&ContentID=24263

Emerging Issues in County-Based Healthcare:
http://www.naco.org/Template.cfm?Section=New_Technical_Assistance&template=/ContentManagement/ContentDisplay.cfm&ContentID=22709
 

NACHSA Jobs
 

Provided as a free service to NACHSA members, NACHSA posts jobs for senior human services positions on its website. Click on the following link for the latest postings: http://www.nachsa.org/Resources/nuresources.htm
