NACHSA Members:
Congress returned from its spring break last week and faces a laundry list of health and human service issues. Many of them, however, are still in committee and have not been acted upon. Two health measures are held up in the Iraq war supplemental funding bill and include funding to assist the 14 states facing a shortfall in their State Children's Health Insurance Program this year and a Senate provision to place a two year moratorium on a Medicaid financing rule which would shift $5 billion in costs to state and county government over the next five years.
Watch soon for an update on efforts to restore cuts made to the child support enforcement program and the pending introduction of the farm bill which will contain proposals for a number of food assistance programs, including the reauthorization of the food stamp program.
NACHSA Meetings and Membership
Annual Conference: NACHSA is in the planning stages for the summer meeting in Richmond, VA. The meeting begins Friday morning July 13 with some educational sessions. The afternoon will be devoted to the general membership meeting and a 'hot topics' discussion among county directors. 
Job Listings: Some county members have taken advantage of posting jobs on the website. Go to: http://www.nachsa.org/Resources/nuresources.htm
Membership Dues: In a few weeks, NACHSA members who have not paid their 2007 dues will be taken off this e-mail list and placed in an inactive status. If you haven't paid dues yet, please print out a dues invoice at: http://www.nachsa.org/About/documents/CalendarYear2007NACHSADuesForm.pdf   
Human Services Resources
Here are a few resources of interest to county administrators that have crossed my screen in the past month.

Child Maltreatment 2005 has been released by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Children’s Bureau.  The report provides national and state statistics on reporting, victims, perpetrators, fatalities, and services provided to children and families in 2005. At the end of each chapter there are state-by-state charts you can view to see how your state compares to others.  A full-text version of the report can be accessed by going to the Children’s Bureau website: http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/pubs/cm05/index.htm

Summary Report: Putting Data to Work to Improve Child Well-being: This report  summarizes strategies that Casey Family Program roundtable participants discussed to help states and counties build their data capacity.  
http://www.casey.org/NR/rdonlyres/453CA51F-620C-4785-8CE9-9CA7BD8BC496/1109/RoundtableR4.pdf

Sibling Issues in Foster Care and Adoption: One of the most critical contributions that child welfare professionals can provide for children who enter care is to preserve their connections with their brothers and sisters. Children who come into foster care or are adopted often are separated from existing or future siblings. This bulletin explores research and intervention strategies, as well as resources to assist professionals in preserving connections among siblings.  www.childwelfare.gov/pubs/siblingissues/siblingissues.pdf  

Foster Parent Adoption: A Bulletin for Professionals: Child welfare practitioners are increasingly aware of the importance of foster parents as permanency resources for children in foster care. This bulletin discusses the benefits, costs, and practice issues surrounding foster parent adoption.
www.childwelfare.gov/pubs/f_fospro/f_fospro.pdf  

Fatherhood Organizations: This link will take you to a list of national organizations that provide information and resources for and about fathers and their important role in the lives of children. www.childwelfare.gov/pubs/reslist/rl_dsp.cfm?rs_id=23&rate_chno=19-00043 


Healthy Marriage Organizations: This link will take you to a list of national organizations that provide information and resources that promote healthy marriages. www.childwelfare.gov/pubs/reslist/rl_dsp.cfm?rs_id=22&rate_chno=19-00045 

Promoting Child Welfare Workforce Improvements Through Federal Policy Changes: In February, the Children's Defense Fund and Children's Rights, Inc. issued a series of reports on child welfare workforce challenges. A link to their reports is:
http://www.childrensdefense.org/site/PageServer?pagename=research_CWMH_Workforce_Improvements 

Perhaps the most useful for local administrators is a one-page diagram outlining the components for an effective child welfare workforce. It may be accessed at:
http://www.childrensdefense.org/site/DocServer/CW_Workforce_Diagram.pdf?docID=3562 
