NACHSA Members:
NACHSA Meeting: Over the weekend, NACHSA held its meetings at the NACo Annual Conference. In addition to receiving updates on federal legislation and sharing information from their home states, attendees participated in a full morning of workshops on public-private collaboration in human services, including: accessing services for older Americans, addressing homelessness from a business perspective, and encouraging business to support early childhood investments. You will be notified when the presentations are posted on the NACHSA website, www.nachsa.org
Meanwhile, here are some notable resources for human services directors that have crossed my screen within the past month.
Older Americans Act Gateway
The Administration on Aging (AoA) has created an online AoA Gateway that houses information about the new provisions of the Older Americans Act (OAA). It includes a summary of the new provisions, technical assistance links and other information. Frequently asked questions will be added and updated as needed. The Gateway is at: http://www.aoa.gov/oaa2006/
Understanding Homeless Youth: Numbers, Characteristics, Multisystem Involvement, and Intervention Options
In testimony before the U.S. House Ways and Means Subcommittee on Income Security and Family Support, Martha Burt of the Urban Institute discusses how many homeless youth there are, their characteristics, the factors that predispose youth to become homeless, and the most promising types of intervention. Go to: http://www.urban.org/UploadedPDF/901087_Burt_Homeless.pdf to read the 12 page testimony.
New Report Shows Increase in Number of Youth Aging out of Foster Care  
While the total number of children in foster care nationally has been decreasing, the number of youth who leave foster care because of their age has been increasing. In 2005, more than 24,000 youth left foster care at the age of 18 without a family of their own– a 41 percent increase since 1998. On average, those who age out of foster care will have spent nearly 5 years in the system at the time they emancipate without ever having been placed with a safe, permanent family of their own. In total, more than 165,000 youth aged out of the system between 1998 and 2005. The publication is found at: http://www.jimcaseyyouth.org/docs/ageout_report.pdf
Financing Asset-Building and Financial Education Programs for Youth Transitioning Out of Foster Care
Issued by The Finance Project, this publication is part of a series on examining strategies for financing supports and services to assist youth in foster care as they transition into adulthood. This brief reviews financial education and asset building strategies to support youth aging out of foster care, including partner agencies and resources that communities can leverage to support youth.  http://www.financeproject.org/publications/FinLitAssetBuild_SB.pdf
Report Reveals Wide State Variation in Teen Birth Rate 

Teens in some states are much more likely to have a baby than are teens in other states, according to the 2007 edition of Child Trends’ annual Facts at a Glance. A state-by-state ranking shows that Texas has the highest teen birth rate (63 births for every 1,000 female teens ages 15-19), followed closely by Mississippi, New Mexico, Arkansas, and Arizona. New Hampshire has the lowest teen birth rate (18 births for every 1,000 female teens), followed closely by Vermont and Massachusetts. States with the lowest teen birth rates are in the Northeast, while those with the highest rates are in the South and Southwest. The report also finds that the national teen birth rate is at an historic low, continuing a 14-year decline in the proportion of teens who become mothers. 
http://www.childtrends.org/Files//Child_Trends-06_26_2007_FG_2007FactsAtAGlance.pdf
Evidence from Child Welfare Waiver Demonstrations
Since 1996, 23 states have developed innovative child welfare demonstration projects as the result of federal waivers. The scope, costs and outcomes (where available) of these projects have been compiled in a new report. To read Profiles of the Child Welfare Demonstration Projects, visit the Children's Bureau website: www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/programs_fund/cwwaiver/2007/profiles_demo2007.pdf
Fatherhood.gov Website Debuts
Last month, HHS launched the National Responsible Fatherhood Clearinghouse website. The website offers resources for a broad audience, including Responsible Fatherhood and Healthy Marriage program grantees, fathers and families, community partners, policymakers, and researchers. Visitors to the website can access electronic publications, statistics, media materials, and other resources on the topic of fatherhood and improving the lives of children and families. They can also search the online library's extensive collection and sign up to receive email updates of the site. www.fatherhood.gov
SSBG State Expenditure Reports Available
 

HHS recently released the SSBG expenditure reports for FY 2005. To see how your state compares to others in the use of the funds, go to:
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/ocs/ssbg/annrpt/2005/appendixF.html
 

This link will take you to the overall report for 2005, as well as new analyses ("Focus Reports") on state funding trends on major service categories.
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/ocs/ssbg/docs/reports.html
 

State Trends in Work Supports for Low-Income Families with Children
 

From the Urban Institute’s Low-Income Working Families project, this report is available at http://www.urban.org/url.cfm?ID=311495. The report provides child-care, food stamp, EITC, and SCHIP data for the 50 states and the District of Columbia, 44-state Medicaid data, and statistics for 15 states with state EITCs.
http://www.urban.org/UploadedPDF/311495_Work_Supports.pdf
