NACHSA Membership:
 

The House has recessed and will return to Washington, DC after Labor Day.  The Senate leaves for its summer break late this week.  When Congress returns, they will have a few short weeks before they recess again on September 29 to campaign.  Since the FY 2007 appropriations bills are unlikely to be completed by then, both sides of Capitol Hill will return for a lame duck session in November.
 

Foster Care/Child Welfare
Promoting Safe and Stable Families Reauthorization (PSSF):  Last week the House passed by voice vote its version of a bill to reauthorize PSSF.  The program is one of the key sources of federal support for state and local child welfare activities.  Senate bipartisan action on its version occurred earlier in the month.  The key difference in the bills is the use of $40 million in new funds established under the Deficit Reduction Act.  The Senate would target the funds to support family-based treatment for methamphetamine users, while the House would earmark the funds toward increasing caseworker visits.  Due to the relatively small amount of funds for the new initiative(s), and the importance of both initiatives, most groups in Washington have not taken a position supporting one provision over the other.  House and Senate staff have pledged to work out the bills' differences this fall.
 

Senate and House Complete Committee Action on HHS Spending
While the House and Senate Appropriations Committees have finished work on their respective FY 2007 spending bills, neither measure has been sent to the floor, due to the annual fights over abortion and other issues.  Final action may occur late this year as part of a large, catch-all spending bill known as an omnibus.  Funding for human services programs overall is essentially frozen at FY 2006 levels.  Both Committees have rejected the administration's proposal to cut the Social Services Block Grant by 30 percent.  Even though it is working to reauthorize Safe and Stable Families, the Senate proposes to cut $14 million from the program's discretionary pot (funded in FY 2006 at $89 million). 

 

HHS Medicaid and TANF Interim Final Rules
A number of groups are preparing comments on both the Medicaid Citizenship and TANF regulations.  The Medicaid citizenship comments are due August 11 and the TANF comments are due August 28.  For those of you interested in a more detailed description of the Medicaid citizenship issues, attached is a link to a seven page template for the Medicaid citizenship comments prepared by Families USA and the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities:  

http://www.familiesusa.org/assets/docs/lena/Templatefor-commentsfinal2.doc
 

The American Public Human Services Association has prepared a comprehensive summary of the TANF interim final rule.  That document can be accessed at:

http://www.aphsa.org/Home/Doc/APHSA-Reauthorization-TANF-Program-Interim-Final-Rule.pdf
  

Medicaid
The possibility that Medicaid will be cut this year has decreased over the past few weeks.  The ability to reduce Medicaid spending legislatively has been essentially eliminated due to the lack of a budget bill containing reconciliation instructions – the vehicle used to cut the program in the past.  The administration, however, has proposed a number of cuts through the regulatory rule-making process.  That procedure has also encountered bipartisan congressional opposition.  

The Senate Appropriations Committee's July 20 report to its Labor/HHS appropriations bill contains a provision directing the Centers on Medicare and Medicaid Services to 'take no additional action' on the administration’s efforts to restrict school-based administrative and transportation claims for Medicaid.  Last week all House Democrats signed on to a letter to Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary Leavitt objecting to any HHS regulatory moves to restrict Medicaid.  Earlier this summer, 85 House Republicans and 44 Senators sent similar letters to HHS.  
 

The regulations implementing the Deficit Reduction Act changes to Medicaid Targeted Case Management, however, are still expected sometime later this year.  
 

State-by-State Comparison of TANF Programs
The Urban Institute released a an seven page report last week comparing state TANF policies as of 2003.  It contains charts comparing states on a number of TANF policies, including maximum benefit levels, minimum hourly work requirements, sanctions and time limits.  It can be accessed at:

http://www.urban.org/UploadedPDF/311349_A70.pdf    

